
BARNATHAN
APARTMENTS



2



3

BARNATHAN
APARTMENTS



4

Barnathan Apartments

 

 

 



5

The Barnathan Apartments 

th  

The Galata Tower 

Apartments in Galata 

 

the Barnathan Apartments 

 

the Barnathan Apartments 



6

Barnathan



7

Barnathan



8



9

BARNATHAN KİTAP revize.indd   9 6/9/16   7:53 PM

As one of the earl�est examples of 
19th-century apartments �n Galata, the 
Barnathan Apartments was bu�lt almost 
130 years ago.

On the two ma�n gates of the bu�ld�ng, the 
years 1892 and 1893, together w�th the 
correspond�ng Jew�sh dates 5652 and 
5654, were engraved.

The name of the apartment, just l�ke many 
Beyoğlu apartments, or�g�nates from the 
fam�ly name of the property owner.

The bu�ld�ng �s purchased by İbrah�m Özer and 
Aytaç B�ter �n 2011. 
After years of met�culous work, �t �s restored 
accord�ng to the or�g�nal des�gn, and �ts name 
�s changed �nto Barnathan from Hal�l-Ham�t. 

We contacted the members of the Barnathan 
fam�ly and they have un�ted �n Istanbul thanks 
to the restorat�on project. 

The bu�ld�ng has opened �ts doors to the guests 
w�th a bout�que hotel, cafe, and a restaurant 
that offers trad�t�onal cu�s�ne along w�th an 
exh�b�t�on hall.
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Galata Wooden Houses, G. Berggen, ca. 1880. (German 
Archeological Institute Photography Archives, 539, R 29.019)  
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Constantinople, 
Stambool. 

Engraved by B.R. 
Davies. Published 

by the Society 
for the Diffusion 

of Useful 
Knowledge,  

59 Lincolns Inn 
Fields, Septr. 

1840.  (London: 
Chapman & Hall, 

1844).
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 The Galata Tower 

then the tower is being ran by a 
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Sebah & Joaillier Photo Panorama de Constantinople, Pris de La Tour de Galata (Library 
of Congress, Prints and Photographs Online Catalog, Digital Number: pan 6a35826.) 
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The city walls are 
shown in a map 

dated back to 1764. 
S. Bellin, Le Petit 
Atlas Maritime 

Recueil De Cartes 
et Plans Des Quatre 
Parties Du Monde 

(Paris, 1764).
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W.H. Barlett, 1839
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The 1909 insurance 
map shows the 

Ancien Cimetiére 
parallel to the 

(Charles Goad, 

Belediyesi 
Kütüphane 
ve Müzeler 

2007).
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 The 

th The train goes right under the 
Barnathan Apartments as it is shown 
in the map. (Alman Mavileri: 1913-
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their prominent property was not the 

 

Annuaire Oriental du 

Annuaire Oriental du 
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(Photo: El Tiempo 

part of the obituary that 
was published for Nissim 

Barnathan.)
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Nissim Barnathan and his kids
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Louise & Albert and Donna Barnathan
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Stella and Moise Barnathan
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 It is possible to see 

There were only two Barnathans 
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It is possible to see the initial spatial 

Charles 
Maruletto 
signed the 

building plan 
with the title of 

‘ingénieur’.
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It is possible to see the 

Apartments in the 
 
 

impasse was not 
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The plan shows the third part of the block as under construction. The upper  
parts of the building were planned as terrace and laundry space.
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 It is possible to 

The Barnathan Apartments is a 
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The decorations on the windows near to 
the gate had baroque and rococo relief of 
laurel wreaths with roses in the middle.  

The ones on the top of the  
entrance had grapes, roses,  
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The stairs were made of Marmara 
marble while landings were  

made of Italian Carrara stone. 

The relief was decorated  
 

and knots.
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A detail from 
Barnathan gate
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Apartments were only eight people 

There were also tenants who were 

In 1892, the date 

was completed, 
we see only eight 

tenants were 
registered.

Annuaire Oriental 
du Commerce, 

SALT Archives, 
AAO012, 1893-94.
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Barnathan Apartments 
were tenants who 

Annuaire Oriental du Commerce,  
SALT Archives, AAO02800825, 1898. 
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The nearby apartments in the area 

According to the insurance map of 
1906, there was a woodshed and a 

The map indicates small row houses 
going through all along the Grand 

Belediyesi Kütüphane ve Müzeler 
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Today the only sign left from the name Barnathan is the  
‘Barnathan Han’ inscription on the second gate.
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tenants were more permanent in the 
moments when the masses were 
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